
Alameda County is Looking for its

Raise Your Voice!

first youth poet
laureate!

Social Justice
Services

For questions about the Youth 
Poet Laureate program, email: 

ypl@aclibrary.org

For Teens: 13-18

Judges Cianga
(Chia-nga) is a Congolese multimedia artist whose 
work engages with themes of diaspora, mental 
health and joy as radical resistance. Cia has served as 
a judge for the Oakland chapter of YPL, and is excited 
to support Alameda County’s upcoming youth poets.
 

Brendon Woods
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strives to reshape the discourse and nature of 
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Keba Konte
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and the founder of the Red Bay Coffee Company in 
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people of color, the formerly incarcerated, women 
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shelter on the South Side of Chicago. Cindy recently 
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Information Professions at Simmons College, with a 
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Azariah 
Cole-Shephard
Azariah was the 2016 Oakland Youth Poet 
Laureate. Azariah has performed nationwide, 
taught at various high schools and multiple 
institutions of higher learning, including 
Stanford, and received a Resolution from 
the City of Oakland.


